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Goal for today  

To understand the significance of 

medication errors 



Medical Errors  

The U.S. Institute of Medicine (IOM) 

estimated that every year medical errors   

Ç1,000,000 injuries 

Ç98,000 deaths 

1 - 2 fully loaded  

jumbo jets crashing  

every day 

Kohn et al. Committee on quality health care in America. IOM. Academy Press. 1999. 

 



Where medical errors rank as 
cause of mortality  

Lung (143,382) 

Stroke (128,931) 

Accidents (122,777) 

Heart (596,339) 

Cancer (575,313) 

Medical errors (98,000) 

www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats.  Accessed Nov 2012.  Based on 2011 preliminary data. 



Define medical error  

Ç A preventable adverse event of care, whether or 

not it is evident or harmful to the patient  

Ç Occur when a health-care provider choose an 

inappropriate method of care or the health 

provider chose the right solution but executed it 

incorrectly 

Ç Medical errors = human error  

Ç Subject to debate 



Medication error  

Follow-up to the IOM study found 

Ç Medication errors are among the most 

common medical mistakes 

Ç Harm at least 1.5 million people every 

year 

Medication Errors Injure 1.5 Million People and Cost Billions of Dollars Annually". The National 
Academy of Science. 2006.   

http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=11623


Define medication errors  

"A medication error is any preventable event that may 
cause or lead to inappropriate medication use or patient 
harm while the medication is in the control of the health 
care professional, patient, or consumer. Such events 
may be related to: 

Ç  Professional practice 
Ç  Health care products 
Ç  Procedures and systems 
Ç  Product labeling, packaging, 

and nomenclature 

Ç Dispensing 
Ç Distribution 
Ç Administration 
Ç Education 
Ç Monitoring 

National Coordinating Committee-Medication Error Reporting and Prevention (NCC MERP); 

accessed at http://www.nccmerp.org/aboutMedErrors.html;  Jan. 2012. 


